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Shia Rights Watch envisions the world with peace for all humans, re-
gardless of their religion. gender. race and origin. There should be regu-
lations in every couritry o support every religion. We believe Shia Muslim
as religion should be recognized in every country and any discrimination
should be brought 1o light. God has given us all the freedom of religion

and the rights fo live in peace.



The Middle East is a mysterious treasure. It has been at the center of the
world’s attention but not to appreciate its rich culture and history, but to
oppress and abuse.

Shia Muslims, the largest religious minority in the mostly Sunni region, have
been the main target of inhuman treatment and human rights violations.
Although historically this population has never been a threat to the stability any
kingdom, their peaceful nature and emphasis on education have sometimes
frightened their neighbors.

Many believe that anti-Shi'ism is just one half of a sectarian struggle between
Wahhabis and Shia, a religious rivalry between two sects of one belief system
and that it is a purely religious matter. However, after many years of the Shia
rights violations, it has become clear that Anti-Shi'ism is not a conflict over
religious differences; it is a systematic oppression of a school of thought.
Shih friends and family and talk about their heroes, and discuss forms of
nonviolent. In some countries, such gatherings have been raided by
governmental forces who are all too familiar with the history and success of
nonviolent struggle from Gandhi to Martin Luther King.

. Shia books of prayer and spiritual guidance have give strength and
motivation to Shia communities and stress that violence is never the answer,
and stress the importance of education. As a result Saudi Arabia bans the
entrance of any Shia prayer books into the kingdom and the Malaysian
government bans the publication of such books.

. While many schools teach children to participate in Jihad and kill to
go to heaven, Shia children learn nonviolent approaches. In school they are
taught that human dignity is more valuable than military power.

. She Muslims believe that government exists to serve the people, not
the other way around. They believe, women and children have rights and
cannot be oppressed and that all citizens have must be involved in their
governments.



Such beliefs accompanied with nonviolent approaches scare governments
and kings who know well that they would lose their power if Shia ideologies
spread across the world.

Therefore, to such governments, Shi'ism is a threat. Particularly, Saudi Arabia
and Qatar spend billions of dollar supporting terrorist groups to kill Shia. The
Bahraini kingdom oppresses the majority of its population while the Pakistani
government turns a blind eye to the slaughter of Shia in the country. Malaysia
and Indonesia, for their part, restrict Shia publications.

Anti-Shia movements do not spring up organically due to intolerance of
non Shias toward Shias, they are instigated because oppressive rulers fear
Shia ideology and Shias’ penchant for peaceful protests. It is interesting that
because of the power of Shia ideologies, some short-sighted governments
have established Shia arm groups. However both Shia scholars and the
fundamental tenants of Shia teachings condemn violence. Such groups are
solely political and inconsistent with Shia beliefs.

This book summarizes some of the human rights violations against Shias in a
number of countries during 2013. This collection of cases that was gathered
by Shia Rights Watch only highlights some of the inhumane treatment that
Shias faced during this year. The report clarifies that most, if not all, Shia
who were killed were civilians with no political affiliation. This fact is the most
terrifying evidence that Shia civilians are being killed in non-conflict settings
in large numbers.

This, one of a kind publication, is aimed at raising awareness among all
citizens of the world that Shia Muslims need us to support them in their
non-violent approach to seeking democracy and encouraging human rights
activists to stand up and defend minorities.

Hawraa Zakery
Researcher at Shia Rights Watch,
Washington DC- May, 2014.
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