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. Shia books of prayer and spiritual guidance have give strength and
motivation to Shia communities and stress that violence is never the answer,
and stress the importance of education. As a result Saudi Arabia bans the
entrance of any Shia prayer books into the kingdom and the Malaysian
government bans the publication of such books.

. While many schools teach children to participate in Jihad and kill to
go to heaven, Shia children learn nonviolent approaches. In school they are
taught that human dignity is more valuable than military power.

. She Muslims believe that government exists to serve the people,
not the other way around. They believe, women and children have rights
and cannot be oppressed and that all citizens have must be involved in their
governments.

Such beliefs accompanied with nonviolent approaches scare governments
and kings who know well that they would lose their power if Shia ideologies
spread across the world.

Therefore, to such governments, Shi'ism is a threat. Particularly, Saudi
Arabia and Qatar spend billions of dollar supporting terrorist groups to kill
Shia. The Bahraini kingdom oppresses the majority of its population while
the Pakistani government turns a blind eye to the slaughter of Shia in the
country. Malaysia and Indonesia, for their part, restrict Shia publications.

Anti-Shia movements do not spring up organically due to intolerance of

non Shias toward Shias, they are instigated because oppressive rulers fear
Shia ideology and Shias’ penchant for peaceful protests. It is interesting that
because of the power of Shia ideologies, some short-sighted governments
have established Shia arm groups. However both Shia scholars and the
fundamental tenants of Shia teachings condemn violence. Such groups are
solely political and inconsistent with Shia beliefs.

This book summarizes some of the human rights violations against Shias

in @ number of countries during 2013. This collection of cases that was
gathered by Shia Rights Watch only highlights some of the inhumane
treatment that Shias faced during this year. The report clarifies that most, if
not all, Shia who were killed were civilians with no political affiliation. This
fact is the most terrifying evidence that Shia civilians are being killed in non-
conflict settings in large numbers.

This, one of a kind publication, is aimed at raising awareness among all
citizens of the world that Shia Muslims need us to support them in their

The Middle East is a mysterious treasure. It has been at the center of the
world’s attention but not to appreciate its rich culture and history, but to
oppress and abuse.

Shia Muslims, the largest religious minority in the mostly Sunni region, have
been the main target of inhuman treatment and human rights violations.
Although historically this population has never been a threat to the stability
any kingdom, their peaceful nature and emphasis on education have
sometimes frightened their neighbors.

Many believe that anti-Shi'ism is just one half of a sectarian struggle
between Wahhabis and Shia, a religious rivalry between two sects of one
belief system and that it is a purely religious matter. However, after many
years of the Shia rights violations, it has become clear that Anti-Shi'ism is
not a conflict over religious differences; it is a systematic oppression of a
school of thought.

Shia Muslims practice their rights to citizenship solely through nonviolent
methods. According to the basic tenants of Shia beliefs, a citizen shall never
accept authority that is based on oppression and kingdom, yet they never
carry arms to show their opposition: they depend on nonviolent yet effective
methods of civil resistance.

. Muharam and Safar are two months in which Shia Muslims express
their disapproval of oppressors. During these two months they say NO to
unjust kings and condemn acts of all kingdoms throughout history. However,
interestingly, they do not protest, fight, sit-in or demonstrate, they simply
dress in black. Shia Muslims are recognized by their black clothes during
these two months. Their nonviolent and silent demonstration of wearing
black communicates their opinion and scares those who do not understand
its significance. Public discomfort has been so powerful in some countries
that every year many Shia Muslims have been arrested and/or killed by their
governments during these two months.

. Throughout the year, Shia Muslims of different countries gather
with friends and family and talk about their heroes, and discuss forms

of nonviolent. In some countries, such gatherings have been raided by
governmental forces who are all too familiar with the history and success of
nonviolent struggle from Gandhi to Martin Luther King.
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non-violent approach to seeking democracy and encouraging human rights
activists to stand up and defend minorities.

Hawraa Zakery
Researcher at Shia Rights Watch,
Washington DC- May, 2014.
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IRAN

Located in Western Asia, Islamic Republic of Iran, is a majority Shia
populated country. As many as 957. of the 76.42 million people is Iran
are reported to be Shia Muslims.

Iran is bordered on the northwest by Armenia, Azerbaijan; with Kazakh-
stan and Russia across the Caspian Sea; on the northeast by Turk-
menistan; on the east by Afghanistan and Pakistan; on the south by the
Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman; and on the west by Turkey and Irag.
Despite the fact that the government is known to be Shia, many Shia
Muslims and Scholars and their activities have been under pressure by

the government.

Il

e Lo Aae) Sy G dad Ble) 13 &l oY) Ba Mol G yggandl s
e (y9ule 76.42 Jol 00 951,

Ol 1S Sl 3y Loyl ) JLaldl (g0 Loy ool Q)8 O o S
Gyl (g OlieileS )5 Byl Jlatd) Go Loy (938 o Jsbo e Ly o
LS8 Al Oy cOles Elsg glidl Adlata gl (g OleSyg Olsilitsl
32l

S g clalally daldl Gy e Uogas v jlad Ll Y1 da b dagSdl O 059

NSLBL:;J Y

g

dal delaia lghnel ) Ao gl o lanll 3ag olis| U@)}fa..l Syl
Jmlntll iy bty 2013 ool aladl JS Gdgull gy ot
Jlael JM> o919 B3390 1| DSLgiY £ 989 TS g gyl Syl
Jmuéﬁﬁ;u;jy“)eﬁby‘gj)bjwjdﬁé@ﬁ(Q.:lﬁ@ég‘-:s—”
Ae Lt g Leadliy lgdtal dolel day (dlate JS2ag dxly )l

sl e S8 @S G s Dlaglall 3005 Jogemd g2l
Ls 2819 ISLgs¥l ladl ol (ol I slael s adl 3,LEYL o Lag
3 Il 5o LaS da il Ao i3 Olaltlg (Ll 3 oolS | dlis dyges
Adlyg By (e dalog olugioV) @ auliell iy Law (i pdly Byl



INDONESIA

The Republic of Indonesia is a country in Southeast Asia consisting of
an archipelago of 17, 508 islands which lie between the Pacific Ocean
and the Indian Ocean. Indonesia is bordered by Malaysia, Timor-Leste,
and Papua New Guinea. About 6,000 of the islands are inhabited.
Indonesia has a total population of 237.6 million, 87.27. of which are
Muslim. Since the government does not recognize Shia Muslims, there
is not a confirm number of this population; however it is the most grow-
ing religion in Indonesia.

Indonesian Shia Muslims have been attacked by mobs and they are

under pressure from their government to “convert to Islam”.
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EMIRATE

Located in the southeast end of the Arabian Peninsula on the Persian
Gulf, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) borders Oman, Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, Iran and Pakistan. Its 9.2 million populations is governed by a
Federal Supreme Council consisting of hereditary emirs of the following
emirates: Abu Dhabi, Ajman, Dubai, Fujairah, Ras al- Khaimah, Sharjah
and Umm al-Quwain.

UAE has the seventh largest oil reserve as well as the 17th largest nat-
ural gas reserve. While its capital is Abu Dhabi, its most populous city
happens to be Dubai, which has become a global city and gateway for
West Asia and Africa.

The official religion of UAE is Islam. Out of the 1.4 million native Emirati

citizens, 10-207. are Shia Muslims.
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The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan neighbors Saudi Arabia to the south,
Syria to the north, Iraq to the north-east and the Dead Sea, Israel and
West bank to the west. Despite being a constitutional monarchy, Jor-
danian Kings serves a head of state, commander in chief and appoints
the executive branch consisting of a prime minister, cabinet and regional
governors. Jordan is currently ruled under the monarch of Abdullah I,
who succeeded his father his father's death in 1999. King Abdullah Il
coined the term Shia crescent in 2004. The Jordian legal system is de-
prived partly based on Islamic Sharia law. Shia Muslims constitute less

than 17. of the population of 7.93 million in Jordan.
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PAKISTAN

Bordering the Arabian Sea and the Gulf of Oman to the south, India to
the east, Afghanistan to the west and north, Iran to the south- west, and
China to the far northeast, Pakistan is at the intersection of central, west
and china, allowing it to hold a strategic political and economic player

in world affairs. Pakistan is a democratic parliamentary federal repub-
lic. The elected president, Asif Ali Zardari, is the chief of state and the
director of the armed forces. Pakistan was founded in 1947 after carving
out the Muslim majority parts of India. Islamic governmental institutions
such as the Federal Shariat Court and the Council of Islamic Ideology
advise government officials on policy and laws. Approximately 207. of
the 1.89 million Muslim population in Pakistan is Shia.

Pakistani Shia have been facing targeted killings for decades and their

government has failed to protect this minority.
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BAHRAIN

The Kingdom of Bahrain is the largest island of an archipelago locat-
ed east of Saudi Arabia in the Persian Gulf. The 1.35 million Bahraini
population is ruled by a constitutional monarchy rulled by the sunni

al- Khalifa family. Similar to other gulf states, the Bahraini economy
relies heavily on oil. In fact, petroleum products account for over 607.

of Bahrain's exports and 707 of government revenues. Approximately
81.27/. of Bahrain's population are Muslim, another 97. are Christian,
while the remaining 9.87. is made up of various other faiths. The Muslim
population consists primarily of Shia Muslims, making it one of only
five countries in the world whose population is majority Shia Muslims,
though it is the only country in which the Shia Majority is led exclusively
by a Sunni minority. Therefore Shia have been facing extreme violation

from their government.
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ENGLAND

England is part of the United Kingdom, sharing land with Scotland to the
north and Wales to the West. England is separated from the continental
Europe by the North Sea and the English Sea. The nation is rued under
a constitutional monarchy as well as a parliamentary system. 10-157. of

the Muslim population in England are Shia.
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TURKEY

The Republic of Turkey is a contiguous transcontinental parliamentary
republic, as it sits in both the continent of Europe and Asia. In respect

to religion, Turkey consists of 99.87. Muslim, 727. of which are said to be

Hanafite Sunni and 257. Alawites Shia.
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ALGERIA

The People Democratic Republic of Algeria is the tenth largest country
in the world, and the largest in the Middle East. Algeria is an authoritari-
an regime and has been declared as "Not Free" in the Freedom of Press
report in 2009. Traditionally, there have been few Shia in Algeria, but

in the past years, the religion has had growing interest. Currently, the

Shia population in Algeria is reported to be 27. of the total population.
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The Republic of Yemen is the second largest country in the Arabian

Peninsula, bordered by Saudi Arabia, Oman and three bodies of water:
Red Sea, Gulf of Aden, and the Arabian Sea. Yemen's territory includes
more than 200 islands. The nation has a mixed legal system of Islam-
ic law, Napoleonic law and English common law. The constitution of
Yemen is expected to be rewritten and new elections are expected to
be held in 2014, due to the recent Yemeni revolution. Of the 26 million
people in Yemen, 357. are Shia Muslim. Shia in Yemen have been asso-

ciated with Houthi militant group, but Huuthies are not representative of

Shia Muslims and they have their own political agenda.
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KUWAIT

The State of Kuwait is situated at the tip of the Persian Gulf bordering
Iraq and Saudi Arabia. The 17,818 kilometer land area of Kuwait has a
total population of approximately four million, however, only about 307
of the population are of native Kuwaiti. About 30-407. of the native Ku-
waiti population are reported to be of the Shia faith. Shia have reported
hatred speeches by government employed clerics. Such speeches

resulted in violations toward Kuwaiti Shia.
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LEBANON

The Lebanese Republic sits on the crossroads of the Mediterranean
Basin and the Arabian hinterland, gifting the nation with a rich history
and a great deal of religious and ethnic diversity. Lebanon is ruled under
a parliamentary democracy recognizing 18 different religious groups.
Muslims make up 547. of the population, 277 of which are Shia. Despite
public assumption, many Shia in Lebanon are not associated with Hez-

bollah and are not engaged in military movements.
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The State of Libya, the 17th largest country in the world, shares land
borders with Egypt, Sudan, Chad, Niger, Algeria and Tunisia. In 2009,
Libya was recognized as the nation with the highest HDI (Human
Development Index) in Africa, showing a decent standard living in the
nation. Currently, Libya has the 10th largest proven oil reserve and the
17th highest petroleum production. Libya is theoretically governed by a
parliament.
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MALAYSIA

Split into two regions of Peninsular Malaysia and East Malaysia, Malay-
sia borders Thailand, Singapore, Vietnam, Indonesia, Brunei, and the
Philippines. The thirteen states and three federal territories are ruled
under a federal constitutional monarchy in the city of Putrajaya. This
multi-ethic/ multi-cultural nation has one of the best economic records
in Asia responsible by its vast natural resources. Malaysia has a newly
industrialized market economy raking third in the region and 29th largest
in the world. Islam is the national religion of Malaysia as it consists of
617/ muslims. However, any teaching which deviates from the official
Sunni code is illegal, and no other forms of Islam are allowed. A 1989
Islamic law and a 1996 fatwa by Malaysia’s top Islamic clerics banned
Shiism, declaring it a deviant ideology. Increasingly influenced by Saudi
Wahhabi ideology, Malaysian government actively promotes false pro-

paganda and hate speech against Shia Muslims.
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MAURITANIA

The Islamic Republic of Mauritania borders the Atlantic Ocean in the
west, Western Sahara in the north, Algeria in the northeast, Mali and
Senegal in the southwest. In 2008, the government of Mauritania was
overthrown by a military coup detat under general Mohammad Oud
Abdel Aziz. Abdel Aziz later stepped down from the military and ran for
presidency, in which he won. In 2009, the Shia population of this nation
was reported to be less than 32,000. Human trafficking has been a

major human rights concern in this nation.
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EGYPT

The transcontinental nation of the Arab Republic of Egypt spans from
the northeast corner of Africa to the southwest corner of Asia, making
it the largest country in the Middle East. Egypt is a country with strong
Shia ties. Egypt was a Shia country when it fell under the Shia Fatimid
caliphate, in opposition to the Abbasid caliphs in Baghdad at that time.
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The Fatimid Islamic Caliphate was a Isma'ili Shia Muslim caliphate that | o g

spanned a vast area of the Arab World, from the Red Sea in the east to
e
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the Atlantic Ocean in the west. The state of human rights and freedom
of religion in Egypt remains poor due to government intolerance toward

minority religious groups. Sunni clerics often encourage violence and ol o] A B Bl S I ge s Lol JRTW 19/5/2013
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The Maghreb consists of the region of western North Africa or Northwest
Africa.

The term Maghreb is Arabic for ‘west’, from the verb gharaba. It is
usually defined as much or most of the region of western North Africa or
Northwest Africa, west of Egypt. The traditional definition as being the
region including the Atlas Mountains and the coastal plains of Morocco,
Algeria, Tunisia, and Libya, was later superseded, especially since the
1989 formation of the Arab Maghreb Union. The population of the Arab
Maghreb Union, about 80 million people, according to determinations in

2000, a rate of 277. of the total population of the Arab world.
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SYRIA

The Syrian Arab Republic borders the Mediterranean Sea, Lebanon,
Turkey, Jordan, Israel, and Iraq. Damascus, the capital, is one of the
oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world. Syria is froamlly a
unitary republic. A 2012 adopted constitution created a semi-presiden-
tial republic. In 2010, Human Rights Watch referred to Syria as “among
the worst in the world” in respect to human rights. The Freedom House
ranks Syria as "not free” in their annual Freedom of the World survey.
Shia population make up 137. of the nation. Alawites, Twelvers and
Ismailis are the main Shia populations in Syria. In recent years, many
Shia Holy sites have been held under attack, two of them being the
Shrine of Sayeda Zaynab (Prophet Mohammad's granddaughter) and
Seyeda Rogaya (Prophet Mohammads great-granddaughter).
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SAUDI ARABIA

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is bordered by Jordan, Iraq, Kuwait,
Qatar, Bahrain, United Arab Emirates, Oman, and Yemen. Saudi Arabia
holds two coasts: the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf. The country is
ruled under an absolute monarchy under the influence of Wahhabism.
With the world’s second largest oil reserves and the world's sixth largest
natural gas reserves, Saudi Arabia is the world's largest oil exporter.
Shia Muslims consist of 10-187. of this country. Shia face systematic
discrimination by the government not only in religious freedom, but also

in the justice system and education
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OMAN

The Sulanate of Oman sits at the mouth of the Persian Gulf, bordering
the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, and Yemen. Unlike its neigh-
bors, Oman has a modest oil reserve, but achieves its economy through
agricultural export. Oman'’s official religion is Ibadi Islam as it is the
religion of the Sultan. Oman is ruled under absolute monarchy. About

757. of the Omani population are reported to be Muslim.
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IRAQ

The Republic of Irag borders Saudi Arabia, Iran, Kuwait, Jordan, Syria,
and Turkey. The country is comprised of about 33 million citizen, 757. -
807. of which are Arab and 157-207 Kurdish while other groups make
up roughly 57 of the population. While there are Christian and Jewish
minorities in the nation, 997. of the population is Muslim. Shia Muslims
make up majority of the population in Irag. Shia have always faces
discrimination in Iraq. Most of those violations are in form of bombings

done by anti-Shia groups and ISIS.
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QATAR

The State of Qatar is mostly surrounded by the Arabian Peninsula as its
only border is shared with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Like its neigh-
bor, Qatar is ruled under a monarchy of the al- Thani family. There is

no independent legislature and political parties are forbidden. Its legal
system is a mixture of civil law and Islamic Sharia. Shia population make
up about 107. of the nation. Qatar has founded many anti-Shia terrorist

groups.
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